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The sport of observed trials reguires
a motorcyele that's as specialized as
any racing machine. It's a unigue sporc
and an ordinary motorevcle simply
cannot do the things that a trials bike
Lan,

Hence we have trial bikes.

The: best ones come from Spain, The
Spanish didn't invent observed trials
ithe English did), but the pood old
Spanish certainly invented the “modemn’
trials bke.

English trials bikes »are nearly
extinct.  Japanese trials bikes (yes,
the Japanese decided thar trials was
going to be the next big sensation and
wenl  overboard im building  bikes.

The fiberglass
fank /zeal lifls up
1o reveal the tool
kit and access fo
the Twin-Alr Hitar,
ging carb and
spark plug.

They're okay, but nowhere near as good
as the Spanish machinery.) are around
and are responsible for a lot of new
riders getting into trials,

Bui 11 VO T SeTious, oF you wanl Lhe
best. you'll end up with a Spanish trial
bike. Narrowing it down even further,
yvou'll end up with a Montesa or Bul-
Lacer, becanse the third Spanish manu-
facturer. Ussa, is in 4 unigue situation,
The other two factories produce so
many more bikes (and do so much more
winning in events) that Ossa is virtually
ovorshadowed. Ousa’s are good maotor-
cycles, bhul for some reason, they
haven't caught on like the competition.

A woe have Bullaco and Montesa.

Which do yvou choose? Well, right off

the: bat we™ el you thal you could win
the World Championship (if YOU were

Owur two-day fest
gassion was
hlazsad with hot
Suf oe day, rain
the next, giving a
completely new
personality to the
gections, The
editor was able o
‘score’ much
hertar o the 348
than any other
bike he’s ridden in
fie sections.
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ablc) om a box-stocker from  either
factory. Both are incredible bikes.

Both facterics are trend scticrs,
meaning that what they do with their
trials machines is copicd by evervbody
else. That's what the Japanese should
have done, bought a Montesa and
Bultaco and copicd them exactly.

But they didn’t do that, and as a
result, the Spanish makes still com-
pletely  dominate  the iniernational
trials scene, and it looks as thoogh
they re still holding on to a lion’s share
of the lucrative American market
as well, Granted, the U.5. MNational
Champion (Marland Whaley) rides for
Honda, but go to any local {rial and
count the number of Montesa and
Bultaco machines compared to every-
thing else. Enough said?

Both factorcs (Montesa and Bultaco)
have the best riders in the world riding
fur them, developing and (hopefully)
winning events  and titles. Bultaco
currently has the World Champion
{Yrjo Yesterinen), but Montesa has had
their turn with former World Champion,
Scottish Six Days Trial, British National
Championship winner Malcolm
Rathmell, Rathmell gave Vesterinen a
real run for the money in last year’'s WO
chase and ended up missing it by only
a Very narrow margif.

As this is a lest article on a Monlesa,
we're obwiously not going to go into
greal detail about Bultaco™s cffurls or
machinery, Suffice to say at this poin
(that means until we et a now Sherpa |
to test) that their bikes are very, very
gond, Frankly, choosing one or the
other is one hard choice. Thev're both
recl, so that won't help. From there,
vou have to make up yvour own mind.

Farly in this article, we'll po ahead
and tell you that if wo had fo go down to
the local shop tomorrow and buy a
bratd new trials bike, we'd go for the
Montesa, It's a most impressive motor-
cycle and a fairly inspiring one o ride,

Bul then so is the Bultaco, Mavhe
if vou ask us tomormow, we'd tell you
that we'd buy a Bultaco, Who knows?

Anyway . . . Why, you ask, would we
buy a Montesa tomorrow? Well, it's
becavse thal new Cota 348 Maleelm
Rathmell Heplica is, we think, the
best thing going. Our opinion s based
on the fact that we took the bike out to
out favorite back yard practice sections
and rode it hard for two full days of
riding the same sections. ¥We've ridden
the same scctions in wet and drv for
several years on  Bultacos, ofhet
Montesas, and cvery Japanese bike,
If we had had ohservers at each section
and had had a punch card. we reckon
that we would have ended the two day
'trial” with aboul 173 less marks

accumulated.
Mowy that has to say something abouot

the Cora 348, We could get through our
‘traditional’ practice sections easier and
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TECHMICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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Cota engine s all
18 W, vary
prowerfil amd
guiet, AcCessory
skid plaie would
be & very wide
investment. Nofe
waird location of
speedometer,
right bekind tork
leg.

" "7 ", _'l_'._‘.l_'l_“fm\ i) -
e

Befow the Cota
248, Malcolm
Rathmaell
signature are the
rithtier straps that
hotd thetank/seal
in place. Note tull
length chain
pratector! one of
the best ideas

e Ve SEen ona
gdirt bike In.g fong
flme.
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Butky muftler is nevertheless quiet. Seat isn’t made for sitting much, so isn't particularly comfortable. Non-street-fegal lighting
s optional,
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Frant forks work well, Bike has Akront alloy handlebars. We Mo, it's not Maleolm Rathmaeallin the Scoltish Six Days. It's
were really impressed with the new Pirefll Irials tires. only the intrepid edifar displaying his best body Englizh.
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smoother every time. Not only that, but
we built a2 bunch of new sections,
strictly in honor of the Cota, and we
were able to clean them as well (excep
onc, which to date only Lane Leavitt
and Mike Griffits have cleaned: It's
a bear!)

Montesa's Cota 348 is complete state-
of-the-art trials iron. It has power that
vou wouldn't helieve and handling te
miatch. The bike isn't going to get
Bultaco owncrs o switch brands, but

(Jh, yeah, back to the Cota 345
(We just love talking about trials;
can’t you tell?)

MNaw that we've told you that the Cota
348 made us into instant superstars
{at least in our own sections. We didn't
get the chance to ride the bike in com-
petition for a vety sad reason: The bike
was completely destroyed in the
Beesley garage/house fivre. We hadn't
finished testing it. bul we had ridden 1l
enough to know something about it.)

it is very definitely poing to provide 2
darned good alternative (read thal as
competition) to the rider whe's decided
to go for it and get good at trials.

Competition is very healthy (who said
that, maybe Knutc Rockne?) and we
think that the Cota 348 is going to
genierate some high powered thinking
al Bultaco. Mot that they necd 1,
necessarily. hut the same thing will
happen in reverse, Vesterinen's World
Championship for Bul will have the
wheels lurning across town {Barcelona)
at the Montesa factory. The two rvals
will end up helping each other by trying
to outde the other in building the
world s best trials hike.

We love i all!
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We'll continue.

As far as technical spevifications and
featurcs. the Cota is a very innovative
motorevele. And as wo've already said
(at least a couple of times) if it isn'l
the best irials machine in the world,
it"s just as good. Six of one, half a dozen
of the other, as the saying goes.

First off, be informed that actual dis-
placement of the moloreycle is “only’
305.8cc. Why they call it a 348 is far
beyond us. Ask Montesa,

Asa comparison, the *350° Bultaco is
a26.2cc. Whatever the actual displace-
ment is, take our word thal power on
cither motorcyele is more than ade-
guate, Don’t worry about it. Unlike
motocross and other dull go-fast sports,

L i e
s ” a "'_‘-'_'-' '-'.-"..-.'r..-..:F_'._;,.
e e . e

B

Folding shift lever. Brake on the other side is similar type, except it's knurled

rather than equipped with & rubber ‘padg.’

displacement and hotsepower aren’t
necessarily scerels of success for the
Teet-up’ erowd,

What counts in this field is the
application of power. li's a matter of
guality, not guantity. You must have
low end power and instant throttle
response. Top end power is secondary
and heretofore hasn't been a significant
feature of trials machines. Older model
Bultacos and Montesas weren’t at all
fast and didn't have very much top end.
The latest models change that. ES-
PECIALLY the 348,

Primaiily through a six-speed pgear-
box. not only does the Cota have a
greal abundance of low end pulling and
'plonk’ power. but when you do have to
wick on the throltle (like for a hilih,

thete is something there, It's also a
pretfy fast motorcycle on the trail, bul
it isn't at all happy being ridden as a
teail hike. Mis-using it like that will
probably shorten the life span of an
otherwise reliable motorcycle. I a trail
bike is what vou want, maybe you
better look elsewhere, We don’t want
to turn you off, bul riding trials is what
this motorcvele is built for.

Of course if you want to do that (ride
trials} and want to do it better and with
less effoft, look no farther. Here's the
hike for you. (1 think we've already
said that).

Back to basics . . . The Cota 348 only
weighs 196 pounds and it does have
encugh torque and low-end power to
pull fully grown irees right out of the
pround. That combination adds up to
one big handful of motorcycle if mis-
used. Be wary of turning on that throttle
and you'll do fine.

Fortunately, the Cota almost seems (o
have a mind of its own. You don’t have
to do anything except stand there and
hang on to the handlebars and tweak
the throttle a little bit once in a while to
keepr the engine going. OF course, you
could just sct the cark up at a fast idle
and the bike would probably clean the
sections by itself.

Seriously, the suspension, chassis
and engine of the Cota arc so good
that the bike 1s much casicr to ride than
anything else. Best testimony is that
during one of those two days of riding
in our own sections, we had three
tiders present. One was Martin Belair,
a top-graded Experd tider who has
LEuropean win experience under his
belt. Martin is a Montesa factory rider,
but he genuinely thinks that the Cota
J48 is the best trials bike in the world.

Next came Beesley, the editor, whose
sections we were playing in. He's a
nowvice class trials rider (but he's hock
in his own scctions!) who has bheen
riding trials for a couple of years (he
doesn’t practice very much, or he'd
have made expert by now). 'Ol TB also

Continued on page 65
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COTA 348

Continuad from page 47

thinks the Cota 348 is the best thing
gonig,  because he could mark  his
performance’  in familiar  sections
apainat that on other hikes.

Also present was total newcomer to
trials, Kim Haskell, wha instantly fell
10 love with the bike, because he could
figLIl‘E ol what to do with a trials bike
on the Cota, Anything clse and his
muoocross experience would have 1old
him thal 1o gel along with the bike. vou
have to turn on the throtlle & lot.

Anvway, all three of us loved the
Cida. That's a complete range of
experience and knowledge of trials and
that’s a good testimonial of the Cota
J44.

Another pretty  improssive  Ctesti-
micmial’ fo the guality of the Cota 348 is
that the factory polled their riders and
dealers and said  parties asked  the
Factory niol 1 make any changes in the
nodel AT ALL! Now, that’s impressive!

The big-bore Cota started life in 1973
andl wl thatl time, the works protolype
wils a4 S48 {that’s probably where they
pot the designationl. In & commoendable
fand soceesstulr elfort 1o gel  the
ultinate pertormance from the engine,
Bontcsa  began  working  diligently.
Thesy fommad themselves whillling: away
al  the displacenwent and  eventoally
ended up with the present 306oc, as
THE ANSWER. Okay

We alrcady told v hosw
wrnghs © 1% pannds mocase von missed
that partls Wheethase s 3153 inches.
height i< 317 inchas (ar the seat) and
ground clearance is 12.3 inches. Frame
is deuble cradle. of mild stecl.

Suspcnsion 18 Betor  B-inch-travel
forks up froml and Teleseo shiocks on
the rear. Alloy Akeent rims are on both
cads. The bike comes with  Pirelh
frials tives, which we think are the bl
set up for the sport. (We used to use
English Dunlops but have comae to like
the Mirellis hetter).

The dove cham is fully enclosed m a
umigque, trec-tloating chain  protector
which minimizes the amoant of coposed
chain. The inside of the protector is
H-shaped to match the profile of the
whain, This deviee docs once good job of
keeping the chain clean and it's defi-
nitcly o feature that we'd like to see
other manufacturcrs adopt.,

The chain rolls around a relatvely
small, 33-tooth  rear  sprockel  (com-
pared 1o 48 leeth on the 247:c Coila).
Thal pratector covers aboul 95 percent
of the length of the chain.

Controls are nicely firred our, with
alloy Akront  handlebars. They're
maunted further back Lhan we were
used to but we got along. A token
spcddomeler 15 mounted way down om
the right fork leg. We're not sure why

ekl

the Spanish mount therr speedos there
bur if scems to be a wadition they want
o stick with, so who are we to arguc?

The bright red fiberglass tank/sear
lifts up {after release of two rubber
fasteners just above the footpegs)
to allow aceess w the gir cleancr (Twin-
Air oiled foam. by e way), the spark
plug and the carburetor {(Carh iz a
2imm Amal). The toolbox tray also
rests nicely under there, on the rame
tubes just above the air cleancr, Mice
little tool kit it is, toa. Even coimes with
a Montesa-monogrammed Dannel rag.

Shift and brake levers are [olding
type and that's a neat fealure. We wish
they were spring leaded though, be.
cange a couple ol lmes we managod (o
fold one or the other up against a rock
arl 1t didn’t return to position. Caunsed
us some griel onee when we wont
fishing for the already minimum-sized
brake lever and couldn’t fnd it. Defli-
nitely went careening down a Celiff”
vn that onel

Meal white plastic fenders front and
rear. We probably wouldn’t even ool
inclined to swirch to Preston Petiys if
wi bouphe a Cota 348, the stock fenders
are so nice. Trail lighting is an oplion
feur test bike didn't have them but the
ke we borracd for an hour to shoot
L[ pues did). Take “em or Teave "em.

The tootpops are very good  and
they're positioned higher and  fuarther
Pack Than maost teials hikes. That and
the different handlehar position made
o a0 vy riling position at
st The birst few  sections had os
cenmpletely tred oo, but as we began
t adjust. we epan pelting on better
with the bike and the sections. Con-
sidering the possibility that we have
been riding “wrang' all this time, we're
exjretimenting  with  dilferent height
bars and mavhe re-locating the foot-
pegs, although that's 3 pretty major
Lask Lo consider,

Whal else can wo say? Just about
evervbody thal has midden a 348 Cota
fincluding some well known  Bultaco
tiders) have had prase amnd vory kind
words for it. We could probably go on
and on, telling you every minute detail
of the motoreyele, but we think that's
not necessary. I you're inleresied in
the best, vou'll seck our a Montesa
dealer and see il he has g Cota 348 1o
to sell, Take a good look al the machine
and decide for vourself. We guaramee
that vou can’t go wrong, You'll be
buying the best.

The Moentesa Cota 318 will enable you
o do things on two. wheels that cven
vou dido't know you conld do. Iy
that good.,

Cine final word of advice: Kecp your
feet up! ;

=T

g

Learn at Home...Be a

- MOTORCYCLE

MECHANIC...

Twn'A & The 1 I|| ‘writh i
r.-le::e-:nflh- aclinn' in Amerlon’s
Casl-wrowing mororovele induscry,
n'.ﬁ mand tur skilles meehaios.
Thurn stepdls payv- o shirr
Frironwn husiness, e
show yon hior ! oo mard o
gdil schopl or jah. Lealn
3| arhame o spams timne, pusy
COUFDM FOR FREE INFORMATIDN

SPEGIAL CYGLE
TOaLs & TEST
INTAUMENTS:
IMCLUDED . .

Corwnr bp Faoe Study

j HORTHAMERIGHN EﬂHﬂﬂl OF MOTORGYGLE HEPAIR :
CHE Campog Oy, Dok, T, Mewpn Beecs, 8 BREES

| Fush FREE imbarmation on hees [ cae lwarn ko he s moter T

eycle mechanic for ooly a few dojisrs 3 mondh, I

) HAME : AGE 1

LADORESS I

) S T

1". FIT AEIET ISR
l.‘l' BIRES! SEND M

FOR ETILKER aKD

CATAL®E OF FLAE
“F TIC TAMES USEDBY

P : _"""' WINMING FOENS
iul]r. NESCD P'HI1I1III'.T= Ikt
- TShS NORTH AMER

- L L ERIOAE, 4"- !‘HE-

BSA Parts

Kawasaki Parts

SHIPFFD S5&%F DAY

NORFOLK Box Bl Fre 14

Modfall, Mo 02058
MOTORCYCLES Call [E17) 184 7556

TWO STROKE
TUNERS HANDBOOK

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED 10
GET MORE
POWER!

L. o
only $5 00 plus shipping
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Monlesa-sponsored trials rider Mariin

Belalr returned a few months ago from
a six-month-long stay in Europe, where
he worked at the Moniesa factory's
Barcelona main plant and rode local,
Natinnal and World Championship
trials. He alsn spent thone with Jim
Sandiford, the Montesa distributor for
England, and again rode trials every
weekend he was there, He also rode the
tough Scottish Six Days Trials while he
was in the UK.

Twenty-one-year-old Belair refurned
to the United States to accepl a
position as Service Manager for Viva

Distributing, the West of the Mississippl

distribution arm lor Montesa.

Since he did some development
work and early competition riding on
the sensational Cota 348, here’s a briel
interview with Martin Belair, Team
Montesa trials rider.

PO Firstof all. Martin, how did
cote 1o pitss that yor went (o Enrope?
MB: Well, I've ridden for Montesa for
guite a few years and we've always been
good fricnds with the factory, Then
ahout a year or so ago, a couple of
Japanese factories made me some offers
to ride but 1 elected to stay with
Montesa. Mainly T just like Montesa,
and the sofl of family attitude and
enthusiasm I'd encountered there.

Anyway, | stayed with them and
sumehow, [ guess that impressed them
and they invited me to come aver to
Spain. Al first they only nvited me over
for three months, but 1 sort of imposed
myself and staved longer.

But | guess the the only object of the
itip was for them to express their
appreciation by having me to Barcelona
o work at the factory and ride trials.
P Whar oid you do at the factory?
MB: On the very first day 1 started
right in on the assembly line, putting
motors together, Then [ went through
cvery stage of the factory, ending up in
the competition shop where | got to
spend most of my time.

- Did you acrually do developrient
work om the 487

MB: Well, when I arrived in Spain, it
was only two weeks before the first 345
rolled off the assembly line, so most of
the development work had already

been done, Most of the work T did was
ai the relatively minar changes from the
'T6 1o the '77 models,

But when vou realize how minor those
changes are, you begin to realize jusi
how much work goes into a new model.
There's a bt of hours testing and
wotking on those minor changes,

PO And while you were there, Vou rode
several, or a fal, of events?

MB: Yes. it scems like we rode just
about every weekend, The first trial |
rode was the Spanish round of the
World Championship, It was weird,

Interview with Team Montesa
trials rider Belair on trials in

Europe, trials in general and the

348 Cota, which he helped develop

/ARRTIN

DELAIR

Popular Cycling intorviaw conductad by Tenm Beesley

because they rushed the first 25

348 Coas ol the assembly line to get
out for the event. | was so busy working
on the other bikes that I never got a
charnce o ride my bike until T squeezed
in an hour of practice the very morning
ol the event, Up until then, | hadn’
EVEN SWUNE d leg over a 345,

PO Wuax o :J'r_'.f_;l"t:'ri.'u.'.':'

MB: Boy was i) T made a Tot of
mistakes, hecause 1 was on a completely
srrange matoreyele, bul T just missed
finishing in the top ten. | guess that's
not too bad.

PC: Bur how did you feel abour ir?
ME: I don't think T've ever fell sn

“together” as | did in that trial, 1 knew

that | was on a totally difterent bike,

but 1 really felt good.

P How mumy World Champinaships

rorels did vou get to ride?

MRE: 1 rode three sctual World

Championship poines paving cvents;

Spain, France and Switzerland.
Switzerlamd was hevond me.

P What do you mean?

MB: Tt was too slippery. 1 couldn't even

walk, much less ride. The trial was in

deep, dark. black forests, This mud was

on evervthing about a half-inch thick.

and you couldn’t even stand up.

PO What aboul Fraice?
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MB: I was pretty pleased there. | didn't
finish well, though, There are so many
riders and the competition is so fierce
that a coupte of threes or a five drop you
right down in the standings.

PC: Dide't you do really well in a
couple of evenes?

MB: Yes, everylhing clicked together

in a couple of big Spanish National
rownds. Alsoin a big three-day
International event, | finished ninth
which was neal because just about
everybody was there. It was just about
like a World Championship round,

PC: Whar did the people ai the factory
think uf pou?

MB: Well, at first I was a stranpger to
them, and the Spanish just don’t open
up with strangers. But then they tound
aul thal my mother was from Barcelona
and I became like a long-lost relative.
After that it was good. The surprising
thing was, when I won a couple of trials,
the journalists and evervbody would
come up and say, "“You must be the
American Champion.” They couldn't
comprehend it when I told them I

was only ranked 11th in the National
standings last year.

PC: This is a hard gquestion. Why drd
voi da so well tn Spain and Europe
when you were only ranked [lth here
at fowre? Surely, the 348 couldn't make
that much of a difference.

MB: Believe it or not, it was strictly a
matter of motivation. | was just pumped
up. The atmosphere is so good, you
really want to ride well, It was just a
state of mind.

PC: Whar did you think of trials in
Frngland?

MEB: 1 spent two months riding with
Sandiford and it was a lot different. The
sections were a lot difterent, and I don™t
think | got along as well there as [ did in
Spain, Also, I had a hard time beating
Jim (Sandiford) in several events.

PC: Whar about the Scortish? For a
Sfuirly devoied irtals enthusiost. that had
ro be gquite o thrill, riding that one
EPEHE,

MB: Scotion-wise, it is. There jus|
aren't any better sections than Scotland.
And the whole atmosphere 15 neat. Bud |
was really disillusioned with all the road
riding. It's such a neat place, i seems
like they could send you out through the
country instead of just down the paved
roads.

I was impressed with the way every-
body visited and partied all week long.
You haven’t seen anvihing until you've
seen Martin Lampkin {(who won the
event last year) putting away the ale in
the headquarters hotel every night, then
going out {o ride in the morming. 1 don’l
ktiow how those Yorkshiremen do it!

Seotland was tun!

PC: Are you going to get 1o go to
Europe this year?
MB: No, ['m staying home to get

settled down in this new job this year,
but ['m going back nexi year. Also, 1
need to concentrate more on the
Mationals here this vear,

PO Da you have a hero?

MB; I guess that'd be Mick Andrews.
| admire him a lot. He's got ability, he's
a pood technician and he’s really

a neat guy.

PC: That's neat, because he’s my hero
ron! Well, I puess we'd berter get back
to the 345, Is it the world s best trials
bike?

MB: Yeah, I think 50, and not just
because I ride one. Just look at the
features the bike has, If it's not the best,
it's s0 close that it doesn’t make any
difference,

PC: Ol | forgod. | wanited o ask you
about vour new job,

MB: I'm the service manager for Yiva
Dristributing. Mr. Adams, the man who
bought the distributorship came to
Barcelona about two weeks before | was
to leave and he offered me the job then.
I think I'm going to hike it. [ really
wanted to work in (he motoreyele
industry.

PC: How old are you?

MB: I'm a ripe old 21.

PO What do you want to do? Do you
warnt o be the World Champion ?

MB: Boy, I don't know about that, I"ve
seen whal if takes.

PC:- What DOES it take?

MB: I takes a very serious attitude.
The only person 1 can't understand is
Martin Lampkin. He defies all the rules
of seriousness, practice and training, vet
he could be the World Champion. He
wis, last year. Evervbody else has to try
their hearts out,

PC: Who do you think i the bese trials
rider in the world ?

ME: Rathmell. He's the best rider on
the best machine, But Vesterinen beat
him for the World Championship last
vear because Vesterinen wanted it more.
PC Well, Vesterinen is no stouch,

MP: T know il. I've seen him show all
the Britons tricks. He's really
impressive, expecially in the mud. We
watched this one section in this
impartant trial in Spain that was a
super muddy long hill, Spectators on the
side of the hill were having a hard time
Just standing there. | was talking with
Pedro Pioand 1 said 1 didn't think
anybody would make it at all. He said
that they'd throttle up it, using the best
throttle control and body English and
balance,

Well, Vesterinen hit the bottom of the
hill in probably third gear, flat out. He
threw mud everywhere and went all the
way uja, stidl af full throttle, but just
barcly moving, But he made ir.

P remember seeing sammy Miller
do gomething like that! once. That v a
prefty sipaificent thing, thar trials need
nat wecessarily be stow, You can have

figh speed, very agpressive sectiony.
MEBE: That's why it frustrates me a little
bit when 1 come back to Southern
Calitornia and [ sce people riding 348s
and they don't even realize what they're
riding. They use maybe one-third of the
potential of the bike. They don't realize
how much testing and development went
into getting the perfect amount and type
of horsepower.
PC: That was my favarite fearure of the
J4& 1 liked having that much top end
power on tap if I weeded it, Bur I ke
tweaking the throtile. Mick Andrews
saud that I'd probably get along betrer
with a 250 than my 325 Sherpa T
becouse of thar,
MB: 1t 15 neat, isn’t it?
PC: Whar eise® What do you want to
fir efen ?
MB: I'd like to buy a sailboat and sail
out of Marina del Rey (California) and
be gone for awhile, Maybe live on it and
sail back and forth in the Caribbean.
FC: That sounds like a pretiy good
elerad,
MB: Seriously, | want to work at this
job for a while, then take things as they
cotme.

But I'm afraid that motoreycles have
a pre-determined future in this country.
They'll probably remain in existence as
a form of transportation, but other than
that, they'll probably be legislated right
out of existence in the future.
PC: Lers get back to talking rrials,
We'll save the politics for later. Wht do
you think of the artificial type of trials
that Don Smith is such a proponent of?
Where you ve got completely artificial
sections like Volkswagens, in a confined
arena and the riders do a foop, then
ancther rider does @ foop. and 30 on.
ME: [ might be old Fashioned, but |
don't like those kind of events. | like
riding in areas of trees, tocks, sand and
water. [hat's trials to me, not riding
over 8 VYW or a 50-gallon ail drum.

|l don’t care if trials becomes a
million-dollar sport. [ think T don’t want
it to. It's nice having a sport that only
pure enthusiasts are in. You have
something in common that way.
P I s Tike 5-minnte waits me the Iift
lires at the ski resoris. To me, that
fakes a whole for of the fun of skiing
el the slope owr of i to fust stand
there for that fong, The same thing poes

e wadting in o tong (ne to ride o

Seciion,

MB: Fortunately, that only happens at

# fow of the bigger events, though,

PC: What abour rider professionalism

in trials? A lor of peaple have blasted

Honde for coming up with exotic

prototvpe machines and buying the best

riders. Whar do vou think ?

MB: First 1 don't think that that's the

only reason why Marland Whaley is the

national champion. 1 think Marland
Continued on page 64
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SPECIALTIES inc.
for CR125 g

W
&

AVAILABLE
$24.95

AT LAST!
INGLUDES:

ROD, ROD PIN,
ROD BEARINGS AND
THRUST WASHERS.
Made specifically for CR125
to DG's exacting specs. ..
the same as original Honda

DG's 'f6 Book of Tricks
(catalog) with 2B pages of
goodies . . . only $1.001

5552 La Palma Avenue Easl
Anahelm, California $2806

714 /996-4430
DEALER INQUIRY INVITED

Noguchi fﬂf Hnnda"

G b
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Inter-Rotor
Magnetos
FOR HONDA XR-75 and
YAMAHA YZ30 A B.C

Check Thesa Facts:

[ SUPER LIGHTWEIGHT

L ELIMINATES FLYWHEEL

L1 FASTER ACCELERATION

1 QILNCKER APM's

| MORE HORSEPOWWER

| EXTENDS BEARING & CRANKSHAFT LIFE

LI COSTIH YIMABC . . ... .., .- 511000
P 0 e Gl deot s s - 21 1D

ORDER FROM

Moto-Fast
1070 FLORENCE WAY
CAMPBELL, CA. 95008

OR CALL DIRECT:

(408} 374-9670

ALL ORDEARS SHIPPED C.0.0. V1A UPS
DEALER INGLIRIES WELCOMED
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vour legs rub against the black part,
which deoesn’t look as bad when it does
get tubbed, and is casier to replace.

Little ‘Things: Good, easy to read
specdometer . . . Turn  signals  arc
nicely ];mlun;-mﬂ [1;1_-..- the handlebars on
front, by rubber mounts on the back)

. lenition key is also well protected
but we sure wish the Feds didn’t re-
guire both a key AND a kill burton.
We forget one or both for awhile . . .
We didn't like the tool kit, T didn'y
have much in it and was nearly omopos-
cible to get back into the little corner
set aside for it Also, the side cover bolt
is a little thing that requires some sort
of tool {like a dime)} to per off to get at
the tool kit in the first place. What do
vou do if you ain't got a dime? .
There isn't even enowgh room for a
spare spark plug in the tool compart-
ment . . . Cheng Shin trials unmiversal
tres are okay, bul onee again, you have
te compromise. They're perfect for
neither dict or strect.

The mulTler spark areestor is hig and
bulky, but that's the price vou pay for
83 dBA . . . we liked the handlebar
frips, especially in comparison o the
snowmobile grips the Can-Ams used to
come with . . . snail cam chain adjust-
ers are hice . . . good chain  guide

- weak bulbs (apparenily) in the
speedo because vou could hardly see
the  noeutral  light .. . Actuslly,  we
might wonder aboul the streat electtics
hecause nol anly the instrument lights
but the horns went away as well . . .
VYery good heat puards on the exhanst
pipe. It's almost impossible to burn
vourself, unless vou're rcaching down
under for the cheke lever - - Bul then
again, vou shouldn't have o reach for
the choke lever once the engine is hot
anyway ., , rather  brttle  control
levers. The 175 toppled over once and
snapped the lever off clean. Looks like
prewler or something mside. Normal ose
(meaning don't let the bike fall over on
the concrete) should see the levers
bearing up satisfactomly . . . improved
air inlet with (rap and drain (ube (o
keep water away from the oil impreg-
nated foam air filter ... sturdy
headlight mounling . . . Headlight s
good for the sireet . .,

Final comment: We
Can-Ams arc prottvy ncat. As we've
saild, they aren! pérfect alL either
streer of dirr, bul about as good a com-
prommise as vou can logically expect.
Hepeating ourselves one lasc time, we
say that the 175 and 230ce Can-Am
I'NT mwotorcycles are the perfect
brace of metoreveles for the casual
motorcyeling family.

You can't ask for much more than

that ';T-J '

think the

BELAIR

Continued from page 43

would atill be the champion if he rode a
Montesa (which he used o ride), a
Bultace, or just about anything else. 1
don’t think il's harmful to be paid to
ride trials. Leavitt was paid (by Bultaca)
a long time before most other puys were.
It used to be a big deal it somebady
furnished you with a motoreyele and
spares. Money is not a factor. 1 know
that in most cases, it merely enables the
rider to live while he rides and practices
moree. Marland and Bernie (Schreibet)
piractices a lot. That's probably why
they're the best.

What | don't agree with is win
incentive money. It's okay to pet &
bonus when you win, but if you're
depending on it. you might tend to
resort to cheating, or protesting. There
have heen a couple of cases of that in
the AMA/NATC National Series.

| don’t think that Marland Whaley's
Mational Championships have sold {hat
many hikes for Honda, The trials guys
know better, It's the motecross guys
wha have been ‘taken in' with the all-red
‘Marty Smith Replica’ motocross bikes.

Actually, 1 don't think that Marland's
$18,000 Honda is as good as & stock
Spanish bike, Tt"s the rider that counts
there. That's better for us, though. It
just shows the enthusiasis: "Look, they
did their best and they can't cven beat
our stock bikes.”

P> This is getting too fong. What do
Vi warie ta say last.

BE: T just want to tell you my goals in
Tile. This is what [ told my Dad when he
asked me once what 1 wanted to do with
mx lile.

[ said I wanted to reslove a stable
ceonomy, ensute world peace and bring
the most devastating insect {o ils knees,

He gon quite a kick out of that.

P Well, vour dad is quite o puy. He's
one of my fuverite people.

MB: 1 can't argue with that. He's shll
bigper than me.

PC: One lasi guestion, Have pou ever
Rad go-fust armibitions?

MB: Dot really, I did iry molocrossing
on my brothet's Pursang a couple of
times, but | gave that up when 1T nearly
totalled (he motorcvele and myself. |
enjov gassing it up between sections
SOMCTIMICS 0T My Leials bike, but not
often. My biggest problem 15 that T
dlways Torgor 1o shat the throttle off,
PO Boy, you ve sure dore a turn
around from that feail.

MB: FEeally. T just like celaxing and
taking if easy. | really admire the
mielocress guvs because they maintain
such a mgh level of concentralion and
strength for such a long time, but I'I
leave them to it.

Yep. l've made up my mind, I think
'Ll stick with trials,

R Tt g T v RS
Pl Me oo ;ﬁ



“At Bullaco, development!' EX. Bulto
explains, “is a ol more impuortant to us
than diversilication”

He means it

So much so that Sefior Bulto, his
tamily and associates concentrate all of
their resources in the development of a
singular product. Motorcycles,

NO WAY.

R'.'ﬂ'l:r' Iif‘i'f]{]]:] d THEW C E.I_i_:'l_ SdAly 1.-";!'[1"_']'[
we could spend our Hme experimenting
with a chain tensioner?

At Bultaco our development results in
an vxtremely reliable bike. The kind that
makes riding so rewarding. Whether
vou're compeling or cosetrailing

The kind that allows us to offer a full

sixty day warranty on our bikes.

Chther motorcyele manufacturers may
17-'1.11 Lheir liﬂ‘r'tllt'r]'.'ﬂ'lE't'll and narme LTt p
other products. You'll see the Bultaco
Name on [usl one.

A very reliable motorcycle, Built A

l:rg.-' A Company that makes 1':1|:|t4;_1fL-}.-.;;[.-,_,_

And nothing else.
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